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§ 521A. Adaptive sports programs for disabled 
veterans and members of the Armed Forces 

(a) ADAPTIVE SPORTS PROGRAM.—(1) The Sec-
retary may carry out a program under which the 
Secretary may make grants to eligible entities 
for planning, developing, managing, and imple-
menting programs to provide adaptive sports op-
portunities for disabled veterans and disabled 
members of the Armed Forces. 

(2) For purposes of this section, an eligible en-
tity is an entity with significant experience in 
managing a large-scale adaptive sports program. 

(b) OVERSIGHT BY SECRETARY.—As a condition 
of receiving a grant under this section, an eligi-
ble entity shall permit the Secretary to conduct 
such oversight of the use of grant funds as the 
Secretary determines is appropriate. An eligible 
entity that receives a grant under this section 
shall be responsible for the use of grant funds 
provided under this section. 

(c) APPLICATION REQUIREMENT.—(1) Before the 
Secretary may award a grant to an eligible enti-
ty under this section, the eligible entity shall 
submit to the Secretary an application that de-
scribes the activities to be carried out with the 
grant, including information on specific measur-
able goals and objectives to be achieved using 
grant funds. 

(2) The application shall include—
(A) a detailed description of—

(i) all partnerships referred to in para-
graph (3) at the national and local levels 
that will be participating in such activities 
and the amount of grant funds that the eligi-
ble entity proposes to make available for 
each of such partnerships; 

(ii) the anticipated personnel, travel, and 
administrative costs that will be paid for by 
the eligible entity using grant funds; 

(iii) the financial controls implemented by 
the eligible entity, including methods to 
track expenditures of grant funds; 

(iv) the performance metrics to be used by 
the eligible entity to evaluate the effective-
ness of the activities to be carried out using 
grant funds; and 

(v) the anticipated personnel, travel, and 
administrative costs that will be paid for by 
grantees under this subsection using grant 
funds; and

(B) for any fiscal year for which a grant is 
sought, the amount of private donations re-
ceived by the eligible entity expected to be ex-
pended to support operations during that fis-
cal year.

(3) Partnerships referred to in this paragraph 
are agreements between the eligible entity and 
organizations with significant experience in the 
training and support of disabled athletes and the 
promotion of disabled sports at the local and na-
tional levels. Such organizations may include 
Disabled Sports USA, Blaze Sports, Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, and Disabled American 
Veterans. The agreements shall detail the scope 
of activities and funding to be provided by the 
eligible entity to the partner. 

(d) USE OF FUNDS.—(1) An eligible entity that 
receives a grant under this section, with the as-
sistance and cooperation of the Secretary and 
the heads of other appropriate Federal and State 

departments and agencies and partnerships re-
ferred to in subsection (c)(3), shall use the grant 
to reimburse grantees with which the eligible 
entity has entered into a partnership under sub-
section (c) for the direct costs of recruiting, sup-
porting, equipping, encouraging, scheduling, fa-
cilitating, supervising, and implementing the 
participation of disabled veterans and disabled 
members of the Armed Forces in the activities 
described in paragraph (3) by supporting a pro-
gram described in paragraph (2). 

(2) A program described in this paragraph is a 
sports program that—

(A) promotes basic physical activity, games, 
recreation, training, and competition; 

(B) is approved by the Secretary; and 
(C)(i) provides services and activities de-

scribed in paragraph (3) for disabled veterans 
and disabled members of the Armed Forces; 
and 

(ii) may also provide services and activities 
described in paragraph (3) for individuals with 
disabilities who are not veterans or members 
of the Armed Forces, or both; except that 
funds made available to carry out this section 
may not be used to support those individuals 
with disabilities who are not veterans or mem-
bers of the Armed Forces.

(3) Activities described in this paragraph are—
(A) instruction, participation, and competi-

tion in Paralympic sports; 
(B) training and technical assistance to pro-

gram administrators, coaches, recreational 
therapists, instructors, Department employ-
ees, and other appropriate individuals; and 

(C) coordination, Paralympic classification 
of athletes, athlete assessment, sport-specific 
training techniques, program development (in-
cluding programs at the local level), sports 
equipment, supplies, program evaluation, and 
other activities related to the implementation 
and operation of the program.

(4)(A) At the discretion of the Secretary, an el-
igible entity that receives a grant under this 
section may use a portion of the grant for the 
administrative expenses and personnel expenses 
of the eligible entity. The amount that may be 
used for such expenses may not exceed—

(i) in the case of a grant made for adaptive 
sports opportunities taking place during fiscal 
year 2014, 10 percent of the total amount of the 
grant; 

(ii) in the case of a grant made for adaptive 
sports opportunities taking place during fiscal 
year 2015, 7.5 percent of the total amount of 
the grant; and 

(iii) in the case of a grant made for adaptive 
sports opportunities taking place during any 
subsequent fiscal year, 5 percent of the total 
amount of the grant.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, personnel 
expenses include any costs associated with an 
employee of the eligible entity other than reim-
bursement for time spent by such an employee 
directly providing coaching or training for dis-
abled veterans or members of the Armed Forces. 

(5) Funds made available by an eligible entity 
that receives a grant under this section to a 
grantee under subsection (c) may include an 
amount for administrative expenses, but not to 
exceed ten percent of the amount of such funds. 
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1 So in original. The words ‘‘for each of fiscal years 2010 

through 2020.’’ probably should not appear twice. 

(e) OUTREACH REQUIREMENT.—As a condition of 
receiving a grant under this section, an eligible 
entity shall agree to conduct a joint outreach 
campaign with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to inform all eligible veterans and separating 
members of the Armed Forces with physical dis-
abilities about the existence of the adapted 
sports opportunities funded by the grant, as ap-
propriate, and shall provide for, facilitate, and 
encourage participation of such veterans and 
separating members of the Armed Forces in pro-
grams under this section to the extent possible. 

(f) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall ensure 
access to and use of appropriate Department 
sports, recreation, and fitness facilities by dis-
abled veterans and disabled members of the 
Armed Forces participating in adapted sports 
opportunities funded under this section to the 
maximum extent possible. The Secretary shall 
ensure that such access does not adversely af-
fect any other assistance provided to veterans. 

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—(1) 
There is authorized to be appropriated amounts 
as follows: 

(A) $8,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 
through 2020. for each of fiscal years 2010 
through 2020.1 

(B) $16,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 
and 2022.

(2) Amounts appropriated pursuant to this 
subsection shall remain available without fiscal 
year limitation. 

(h) SEPARATE ACCOUNTING.—The Department 
shall have a separate line item in budget pro-
posals of the Department for funds to be appro-
priated to carry out this section. Funds appro-
priated to carry out this section shall not be 
commingled with any other funds appropriated 
to the Department. 

(i) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—Except as 
provided in paragraphs (4) and (5) of subsection 
(d), funds appropriated to carry out this section 
may not be used to support or provide services 
to individuals who are not disabled veterans or 
disabled members of the Armed Forces. 

(j) ANNUAL REPORT TO SECRETARY.—(1) As a 
condition of receiving a grant under this sec-
tion, an eligible entity shall agree that by not 
later than 60 days after the last day of a fiscal 
year for which a grant is provided under this 
section, the eligible entity shall submit to the 
Secretary a report setting forth in detail the use 
of the grant funds during that fiscal year, in-
cluding the number of veterans who participated 
in the adapted sports opportunities funded by 
the grant, including any programs carried out 
through a partnership under subsection (c)(3), 
and the administrative expenses of such oppor-
tunities and programs. 

(2) A report under this subsection may be au-
dited by the Secretary. 

(3) If an eligible entity that receives a grant 
under this section for any fiscal year does not 
submit the report required by paragraph (1) for 
such fiscal year, the entity shall not be eligible 
to receive a grant under this section for the sub-
sequent fiscal year. 

(k) ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.—For any fis-
cal year during which the Secretary provides as-

sistance under this section, the Secretary shall 
submit to Congress a report on the use of funds 
provided under this section. 

(l) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may only 
provide assistance under this section for adapt-
ive sports opportunities occurring during fiscal 
years 2010 through 2022. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–389, title VII, § 702(a), Oct. 10, 
2008, 122 Stat. 4181; amended Pub. L. 113–37, 
§ 2(b)(1), (2), Sept. 30, 2013, 127 Stat. 523; Pub. L. 
113–59, § 5(a)–(e), (g), (h)(1), Dec. 20, 2013, 127 Stat. 
659–662; Pub. L. 114–58, title IV, § 405, Sept. 30, 
2015, 129 Stat. 535; Pub. L. 114–228, title IV, § 405, 
Sept. 29, 2016, 130 Stat. 940; Pub. L. 115–62, title 
IV, § 405, Sept. 29, 2017, 131 Stat. 1164; Pub. L. 
115–251, title I, § 165, Sept. 29, 2018, 132 Stat. 3171; 
Pub. L. 116–159, div. E, title IV, § 5403, Oct. 1, 
2020, 134 Stat. 751.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 116–159, § 5403(a), sub-
stituted ‘‘appropriated amounts as follows:’’ for ‘‘ap-
propriated $8,000,000’’, inserted ‘‘(A) $8,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2010 through 2020.’’ before ‘‘for each of 
fiscal years 2010 through 2020.’’, and added subpar. (B). 

Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 116–159, § 5403(b), substituted 
‘‘2022’’ for ‘‘2020’’. 

2018—Subsecs. (g)(1), (l). Pub. L. 115–251 substituted 
‘‘2020’’ for ‘‘2019’’. 

2017—Subsecs. (g)(1), (l). Pub. L. 115–62 substituted 
‘‘2019’’ for ‘‘2017’’. 

2016—Subsecs. (g)(1), (l). Pub. L. 114–228 substituted 
‘‘2017’’ for ‘‘2016’’. 

2015—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 114–58 substituted ‘‘2016’’ 
for ‘‘2015’’. 

2013—Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(h)(1), substituted ‘‘Adaptive 
sports programs for disabled veterans and members of 
the Armed Forces’’ for ‘‘Assistance for United States 
Paralympics, Inc.’’ in section catchline. 

Pub. L. 113–37, § 2(b)(2)(A), substituted ‘‘United States 
Olympic Committee’’ for ‘‘United States Paralympics, 
Inc.,’’ wherever appearing except in subsec. (d)(4). 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(a), amended subsec. (a) 
generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘The Secretary may award grants to the United States 
Olympic Committee to plan, develop, manage, and im-
plement an integrated adaptive sports program for dis-
abled veterans and disabled members of the Armed 
Forces.’’

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(1), substituted ‘‘an 
eligible entity’’ for ‘‘the United States Olympic Com-
mittee’’ and ‘‘An eligible entity that receives a grant 
under this section’’ for ‘‘The United States Olympic 
Committee’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘to an eligible entity’’ for ‘‘to the United States Olym-
pic Committee’’ and ‘‘the eligible entity shall submit’’ 
for ‘‘the United States Olympic Committee shall sub-
mit’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(b), substituted 
‘‘of—’’ for ‘‘of all partnerships referred to in paragraph 
(3) at the national and local levels that will be partici-
pating in such activities and the amount of grant funds 
that the United States Olympic Committee proposes to 
make available for each of such partnerships; and’’ and 
added cls. (i) to (v). 

Subsec. (c)(2)(B), (3). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘the eligible entity’’ for ‘‘the United States 
Olympic Committee’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(3)(A), substituted 
‘‘An eligible entity that receives a grant under this sec-
tion,’’ for ‘‘The United States Olympic Committee’’, 
‘‘shall use the grant’’ for ‘‘shall use a grant under this 
section’’, and ‘‘the eligible entity’’ for ‘‘the United 
States Olympic Committee’’. 
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Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(c), amended par. (4) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as follows: 
‘‘A grant made under this section may include, at the 
discretion of the Secretary, an amount for the adminis-
trative expenses of the United States Olympic Com-
mittee, but not to exceed five percent of the amount of 
the grant.’’

Pub. L. 113–37, § 2(b)(2)(B), substituted ‘‘United States 
Olympic Committee’’ for ‘‘United States Paralympics, 
Inc.’’

Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(3)(B), substituted 
‘‘an eligible entity that receives a grant under this sec-
tion’’ for ‘‘the United States Olympic Committee’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(4), substituted ‘‘an 
eligible entity’’ for ‘‘the United States Olympic Com-
mittee’’ and ‘‘the adapted sports opportunities funded 
by the grant’’ for ‘‘the integrated adaptive sports pro-
gram’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(5), substituted 
‘‘adapted sports opportunities funded under this sec-
tion’’ for ‘‘the integrated adaptive sports program’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(d), designated existing 
provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘through 2015.’’ for 
‘‘through 2013 and $2,000,000 for the period beginning Oc-
tober 1, 2013, and ending December 31, 2013 to carry out 
this section. Amounts appropriated pursuant to this 
subsection shall remain available without fiscal year 
limitation.’’, and added par. (2). 

Pub. L. 113–37, § 2(b)(1)(A), inserted ‘‘and $2,000,000 for 
the period beginning October 1, 2013, and ending Decem-
ber 31, 2013’’ after ‘‘2010 through 2013’’. 

Subsec. (j)(1). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(6)(A), substituted 
‘‘an eligible entity shall agree’’ for ‘‘the United States 
Olympic Committee shall agree’’, ‘‘the eligible entity 
shall submit’’ for ‘‘the United States Olympic Com-
mittee shall submit’’, ‘‘in the adapted sports opportuni-
ties funded by the grant,’’ for ‘‘in the integrated adapt-
ive sports program,’’, and ‘‘of such opportunities and 
programs.’’ for ‘‘of the integrated adaptive sports pro-
gram.’’

Subsec. (j)(3). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(6)(B), added par. (3) 
and struck out former par. (3) which read as follows: 
‘‘For any fiscal year after fiscal year 2010, the eligi-
bility of the United States Olympic Committee to re-
ceive a grant under this section shall be contingent 
upon the submission of the report under paragraph (1) 
for the preceding fiscal year.’’

Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(e), substituted ‘‘may 
only provide assistance under this section for adaptive 
sports opportunities occurring during fiscal years 2010 
through 2016’’ for ‘‘may not provide assistance under 
this section after December 31, 2013’’. 

Pub. L. 113–37, § 2(b)(1)(B), substituted ‘‘The Secretary 
may not provide assistance under this section after De-
cember 31, 2013.’’ for ‘‘The Secretary may only provide 
assistance under this section during fiscal years 2010 
through 2013.’’

Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(g)(7), struck out sub-
sec. (m) which provided for applicability of this section 
and section 322 of this title to commonwealths and ter-
ritories of the United States. 

Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 113–37, § 2(b)(2)(C), added subsec. 
(m).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–37 effective Oct. 1, 2013, 
see section 4(a) of Pub. L. 113–37, set out as a note under 
section 322 of this title. 

REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 113–59, § 5(i), Dec. 20, 2013, 127 Stat. 662, pro-
vided that: ‘‘To ensure the uninterrupted provision of 
adaptive sports for disabled veterans and disabled 
members of the Armed Forces, any regulations that the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs determines are necessary 
to implement the amendments made by this section 
[amending this section] may be promulgated by in-

terim final rules to ensure the award of grants under 
section 521A of title 38, United States Code, as amended 
by this section, before the end of fiscal year 2014.’’

DEADLINE FOR MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Pub. L. 110–389, title VII, § 702(c), Oct. 10, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4183, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs may not award a grant under section 521A of 
title 38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a), 
until the United States Paralympics, Inc., and the Sec-
retary have entered into a memorandum of under-
standing or cooperative agreement regarding imple-
mentation of the integrated adaptive sports program 
under that section. To the extent feasible, such memo-
randum or agreement shall be concluded not later than 
240 days after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Oct. 10, 2008].’’

ASSISTANCE AT SPORTING EVENTS 

Pub. L. 110–389, title VII, § 703(c), Oct. 10, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4185, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall direct the Under Secretary for Health of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs—

‘‘(1) to make available, to the extent determined 
appropriate by the Secretary, recreational therapists, 
physical therapists, and other medical staff to facili-
tate participation of veterans in sporting events con-
ducted under the auspices of the United States 
Paralympics, Inc.; and 

‘‘(2) to allow such personnel to provide support to 
the programs of the United States Paralympics, Inc., 
without requiring the use of personal leave.’’

§ 522. Studies of rehabilitation of disabled per-
sons 

(a) The Secretary may conduct studies and in-
vestigations, and prepare reports, relative to the 
rehabilitation of disabled persons, the relative 
abilities, aptitudes, and capacities of the several 
groups of the variously handicapped, and how 
their potentialities can best be developed and 
their services best used in gainful and suitable 
employment including the rehabilitation pro-
grams of foreign nations. 

(b) In carrying out this section, the Secretary 
(1) may cooperate with such public and private 
agencies as the Secretary considers advisable; 
and (2) may employ consultants who shall re-
ceive a reasonable per diem, as prescribed by the 
Secretary, for each day actually employed, plus 
necessary travel and other expenses. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 390.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior section 522 was renumbered section 1522 of this 
title. 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 217 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 102–83, § 2(a). 

§ 523. Coordination and promotion of other pro-
grams affecting veterans and their depend-
ents 

(a) The Secretary shall seek to achieve (1) the 
maximum feasible effectiveness, coordination, 
and interrelationship of services among all pro-
grams and activities affecting veterans and 
their dependents carried out by and under all 
other departments, agencies, and instrumental-
ities of the executive branch, and (2) the max-
imum feasible coordination of such programs 
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